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CHRISTIAN RESISTANCE IN FRANCE 


_ An address was given recently at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral by Professor E. Vermeil on the 
Churches of France under Nazi domination. 
The speaker was formerly a Professor at 
the University of the Sorbonne, and we print 
below some extracts from his speech. 

Readers may be glad to have brought 
together in one article a good deal of mate- 
rial which has appeared at different times 
in Spiritual Issues. It is here summarised 
by a scholarly witness, recently arrived from 
France; some of the material has not been 
published in Britain before.’ 

I am firmly convinced that a spirit of 
conciliation exists and is asserting itself 
between French Catholics and French Pro- 
testants. Both Churches are gaining by the 
same trial and the same practice, the same 
knowledge and the same spiritual exercise 
of mind; they are passing through the same 
experiences. One of the best publications of 
the Resistance Movement in France is the 
collection of the Cahiers du témoignage 

_chrétien (“Pamphlets of Christian Witness’’). 
They contain excellent studies on Racialism 
and Hitlerism, on the Jewish problem, on 
German propaganda, on the corruption of 
the French press under Nazi domination. 
Clergymen of high quality and of great 

eminence and dignity have protested against 
the horrors of the Nazi system. Priests and 
pastors have been arrested, detained in the 

terrible prisons of the Gestapo. I was in 

_Lyons last year, when Pastor Roland de Pury 

_ (a Swiss pastor) was arrested in his church, 

the Chapel of Lanterne Street, just before 
celebrating the Holy Communion with the 
young catechumens. He spent five months 

in a cell in the prisons of the Gestapo, a very 
small room completely bare and unfurnished, 
without paper and pencil, without books and 


without news of his family. It is impossible 
to imagine the tragedy of such captivity. It 
is a terrible and permanent struggle between 
hope and despair. 

Iam a Protestant and spent the best years 
of my youth in the South of France. I grew 
up as a child in a little village where a popu- 
lation of about six hundred inhabitants 
enjoyed the possession of four churches: a 
Catholic Church, a temple of the Reformed 
Church, a Methodist Chapel (founded with 
many others in France by Englishmen in 
the 19th century) and the only Chapel which 
the Quakers have built in France. The 
Protestants of the South remember very well 
the struggle in old times between their 
Church and King Louis IV. In Aigues- 
Mortes, the wonderful little town on the 
Mediterranean coast, the visitor sees near 
the most celebrated walls built by Saint 
Louis, a tower, La Tour de Constance. A 
Protestant French woman, Marie Durand, 
who spent many years in this tower, cut on 
a stone the following word: “Resistez,” and 
the same word resounds to-day in the moun- 
tains of the South, in the Cévennes. And I 
found the same spirit of resistance, the same 
spirit of faithful adherence to Christendom 
and to the Republic, to personal religion and 
to political freedom, in the Haute-Loire in — 
the centre of France. And in both Churches 
the spirit of resistance is animating in a 
most admirable manner the youth—young 
men and young girls who face with incredible 
courage the danger of deportation, imprison- 
ment and torture. The best elements of the 
Catholic youth, marvellously organised for 
many years, are fighting, not only for their 
Church, but also for democracy and political ; 
freedom. : 

The resistance of the French Churches 
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~- became more vivid and stronger 


is when the persecution of the Jews by th % 
Nazis began to put into practice these terrible a of some 3,000 7 ew 


proceedings, which revealed to our people 
methods and facts formerly unknown, meth- 
ods which were revolting and disgusting to 
everybody in every part of France. Sep- 
tember and October, 1942, were the most 
impressive months in this period of terrible 
sufferings and desperate struggle against 
the Devil of anti-Semitism. In non-occupied 
_ France the persecution of the Jews had been 
organised by Laval at the request of the 
Nazis and was meeting with growing oppo- 
sition from the people. Returning from my 
holidays in the mountains of the Department 
of Haute-Loire, I arrived in Montpellier in 


the South of France at the end of September, 
and found there the Protestant Society in _ 


full revolt and agitation. My wife and my 
daughters hid young Jewish people in our 
cottage and all our friends had Jews in their 
houses, trying desperately to save them from 
inevitable separation and imprisonment. In 
the shortest space of time Jewish husbands 
lost their wives for ever, and Jewish mothers 
their children, these children being deprived 
_of their personal identity. The people of all 
French cities disobeyed -these orders by 
' hiding most of the hunted Jews. The French 
Churches had to take a stand and they did it 
with great courage. In the framework of 
this tragedy no more difference existed 
between occupied and non-occupied France. 
The bishops met in Paris and issued a 
vigorous protest. Although the authorities 
tried to keep this movement quiet, this 
meeting was followed by numerous sermons 
in the Churches. 
Vichy press to forbear mentioning the inter- 
vention of the Pope. But his effort at con- 
cealment was foiled by the Nazis themselves, 
_who made a violent attack upon the Pope for 
his action. The strength of the opposition 
was revealed in the anger of the Paris pa- 
pers, which complained of the incurable 
sentimentalism the French people had mani- 
fested, and warned France that she could 
only save herself by eliminating the Jews 
completely and finally. Those responsible for 
this abominable propaganda did not realise 
that such methods for getting rid of the 
Jews were of a kind well calculated to 
strengthen the natural French repugnance 
to such barbarous intolerance. It was very 

_ significant that Doriot and Deat were quar- 
yelling about the right way of spreading 
anti-Semitism in a country where anti- 
Semitic feeling was comparatively weak. 
And the Vichy government was encountering 
resistance by certain Army Chiefs. General 


Laval had instructed the 


} 


"ers, in the Lyons area. 


Catholic priests took a leading. Re in 
hiding hunted Jews, and sheltering children’ 
of those who were under arrest, or had been> 
deported to Germany. Laval ordered the 
arrest of all Catholic priests in whose presby- 
teries hidden Jewish children had been found. 
A certain number of them were put in prison. 
The Catholic Church replied to this declara- 
tion of war with a defiant refusal to authorise 
the surrender by priests and Catholics of the 
children of Jews deported to Germany, or 
still in concentration camps. Episcopal letters 
recommending French Catholics to give every 
possible assistance to the persecuted Jews 
were read in churches all over non-occupied 
France. 

The most impressive protest was given by 
Mer. Saliége, the Archbishop of Toulouse. - 
On August 30, 1942, in a special sermon he 
said the following words, which I cannot 
refrain from quoting to you :— 

“There is a Christian ethic, there is a 
human ethic that forces upon us duties, and 


. acknowledges rights. These rights and duties 


are attached to human nature and have their 
origin in God. They must not be trans- 
gressed. No mortal is abie to suppress them. 
Children, women, men, fathers and mothers 
are treated as vile cattle. The members of | 
the same family are separated from each 
other and deported to unknown destinations. 
Our time has the terrible privilege of seeing 
such a dreadful spectacle. Why does the right 
of asylum no longer exist in our churches? 
Why are we vanquished?... The Jews are 
men and the Jewish women are women. They 
are part of human mankind. They are our 
brothers as are others. A real Christian 
cannot forget this. 

“France, my beloved country, France, who 
bears in the conscience of all her children the 
tradition of respect towards human dignity, 
France of chilvalry and generosity, I do not 
believe that she is responsible for such 
errors!” : 

The head of the French Protestant United 
Church, Pastor Mare Boegner, addressed a 
letter to Marshal Pétain, in which he said: 
“No Frenchman can remain unmoved in view 
of the events occurring since August, 1942. 
Men and women who for political and 
religious reasons fled to France, and who 
know the terrible fate awaiting them are 
now being deported, or faced with immediate 
deportation, to Germany. Christianity has 
hitherto inspired the peoples, and especially 
France, with respect for the hallowed right 
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| did not raise a het pee the pbandone 
ment of this principle. I am forced to add 
| that in several places these things have 
‘occurred under inhuman conditions which 
| shock the most hardened consciences, and 
‘brought tears to the eyes of witnesses. 
Herded together in trucks without the 
‘slightest hygienic precautions, . foreigners 
destined to deportation were treated like 
‘eattle. The Quakers, who were doing the 
utmost possible for those who suffered in 
our country, were refused permission to feed 
‘the deported at Lyons. The Israelite Con- 
| Sa was not authorised to give them 
food.” 
_ Later (October 1942), Cardinal -Gerlier, 
| Archbishop of Lyons, prepared a pastoral 
letter in which he condemned any totali- 
Fi _tarian regime which placed the State above 
: individual and parental rights. And through- 
5 ‘out France the greatest importance was 
_ attached to such a definition of the Roman 
Catholic standpoint, a standpoint directly 
opposed to the theory of the Paris group of 
-collaborationists. Summoned to explain by 
_the Police Prefect for Lyons, the Cardinal 
said: “There are limits to everything.” 
Catholic and Protestant French clergymen 
4 have also protested against the deportation 
of French workers to Germany. Many of 
the deported workers are members of the 
Christian Trade Unions, which are actively 
Beco. operating with the other “illegal” Trade 
§ Unions to resist these measures. In a special 
declaration the French Cardinals said: 
“From the ethical point of view, we cannot 
look on with indifference while young men 
_are being separated from their families. We 
_ deplore that young people should be torn out 
of their family surroundings. We cannot 
agree with these men being subjected to 
“conditions which do not correspond with the 
: eise conduct of life.” And the declaration 
-ende 


“Let us gather closer together in 
order to prepare the resurrection of France.” 
The Council of the French Protestant 
Federation of France published in the 
‘summer of 1943 the following message, which 
may be partly summarised here :— 

“The French Churches want to help and 
to stand near their children and sons; and 
an irreducible opposition exists between the 
Gospel and the conception of man and society 


xact for alee purposes, without igiee 
unt of the personality of the worker, his 


sacred feelings. 
_ French workers to keep under these most 


moral and religious conscience and his most 
The Church begs young 


terrible circumstances courage and fidelity, 
to give an example of faith and firmness.” 

As a Frenchman and as a representative 
of my country, I am very proud of reading 
such words before English city workers who 
are fighting the good fight for victory and 
the prosperity of their own country. 


SPIRITUAL VALUES IN NORWAY 


In a survey of the Norwegian Church 
struggle, given at St. Paul’s Cathedral (in 
the same series as that in which Prof. 
Vermeil’s was given), Dr. Olaf Devik, Nor- 
wegian Director of Education, examined the 
basie principles behind the stand of faithful 
Church people. The following paragraphs 
are taken from his speech :— 

“The life of a people under enemy domi- 
nation reveals the spiritua] foundation of the 
people as nothing else can. 

“We may discuss morals academically as 
a problem, ethics and religion may be 
debated, and in peace-time Norwegians did 
that as often as others. But how changed 
conditions become when an enemy invades 
the country! During enemy occupation these 
things become serious, even to the man in 
the street, and at the peak of danger they 
may become matters of life and death to the 
individual. The world of morals, ethics and 
religion in such times manifests itself as a 
matter of fact. That is one of the decisive 
impressions of the years of oppression. Many 


people then see more clearly than before how — 


it has all grown in our history, and we dis- 
cover that it has its roots in the ages even 
before history was written.” 

Speaking of the activities of the Church, 
Dr. Devik continued :— 

“The pulpits of the churches have been 
the only free pulpits during these years of 
occupation, and it has been of extreme value 
to our people that this possibility has been 


used. A number of Pastors have as a con- — 
sequence been arrested and deported to con- — 


centration camps, and still more have been 
dismissed. But the Nazi authorities have 


not dared to declare open war against the — 
Church, and the life of the congregations 


continues to be a source of strength to the 
whole people. 


of justice and freedom. A service in church 
is a place where you can breathe freely and 
forget terrorism for a while. Tens of 
thousands of Norwegians will keep in their 
memory some of those historical events, 


It means a sanction of the 
deeply rooted conviction of the supreme right .ne 


lio the pulpit of ie ee was u 


giving essential guidance, in accordance with 


the principles of Christianity. 

“Tt has often been said in reports from 
Norway that the churches have been filled 
and religious revivals have occurred in many 
places. It is undoubtedly a characteristic 
of these years, but I believe that the common 
experience of most people visiting the 
churches in these critical years is more of a 
moral than of a religious character in the 
theological sense of the word, and its reli- 
gious content seems to me to be of a simple, 
but fundamental nature: it is a common ex- 
perience of that which matters—the un- 
conquerable spirit. Evil and good, right and 
wrong, are things of supreme importance. 
And in some way these are connected with 
religion, with God, with Christ. 

“Tt is a challenge to the Church to realise 
the nature of this experience and to serve 
the Grey Army in a wise way. (‘Grey Army’ 
refers to those who support the Church in 
its principles without being fully practising 
Christians.) 

“During the spiritual fight in Norway 
against Nazi oppression, it is right that the 
leaders of the Church have shown a wise 
leadership, but their function has, I might 
say, been to express what was already felt, 


more or less clearly, to indicate the principles 


to follow. They have given the signal and 
pointed out the direction. The active Church 
members and the Grey Army have responded 
to this signal, and it is the momentum of 
their movement which has given the Nor- 
wegian inner front its moral structure. 

“After the war we shall have to face 
practical moral problems which I think will 
also be familiar to you. Problems created by 
the black-out, by the mobilisation of man- 
power, by the scattered homes. And these 
problems will in some respects be intensified 
for us, because they are due to precautions 
which have been forced upon us. And in 
our country the resistance itself will have 
created some problems, because it has been 
a patriotic duty in many ways to oppose the 
regulations of the State authorities because 
they were Germans or Quislings. And we 
shall have the problem of how to treat the 
Quislings and how to treat the Germans 
when they have been defeated. 

“But on the other hand, we have experi- 
enced everywhere in the country the most 
encouraging examples of co-operation and 


helpfulness, and we look confidently towards 


the time of reconstruction in both the 
material and the spiritual field. We are 
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"THE FOREIGN SECRETARY AT 


FREE CHURCH FEDERAL COUNCIL _ 


- Mr. Anthony Eden, Foreign Secretary i 
addressed the Free Church Federal Council | 
in London on March 28. He dealt with the 
problems involved in peace-making, and we 
quote The Times’ summary of his speech. 

“Mr. Eden said that the work of healing 
after the war would require more time and 
patience than after the last war. Above all 


could not, at all times and in all places, 
wholly impose our judgment on others. He 
suggested, as the only positive guide in the 
maze of day-to-day affairs, a conviction that 
nations were interdependent and that there 
could be enduring peace only if they strove 
to keep peace with one another. That meant : 
that our policies must be sustained by a 
moral purpose. 

“The statements issued after the Moscow — 
and Teheran conferences accepted that the 
world communities would be composed of a~ 
number of independent States. They did not 
contemplate any kind of super-State. But — 
independence could be secured only through ~ 
interdependence. Every State must have - 
the right to share in the discussion of the — 
means of arriving at common ends. When | 
they spoke of ‘peace-loving’ States in Article 
4 of the Moscow Declaration they did not — 
mean merely States refraining from using — 
physical force against others—they meant a ~ 
readiness to contribute something towards 
the security and welfare of other States, even 
at the cost of some sacrifice of immediate : 
national interest. 

“Although all States were equal in staan: 
they were not equal in power. The responsi- 
bility for the preservation of peace must fall 
in the first instance on the four Powers who 
signed the Moscow Declaration, and he hoped 
also France, when—as they ali trusted, with- 
out long delay—she resumed her place among 
the Great Powers., Agreement among the 
Great Powers must be the foundation. Con- 
sultation between the three Great Powers 
was continuous to-day over the whole field 
of our relations. Useful and essential work 
was being done, of which the fruits would 
become apparent in due course. The success 
of the Food Conference at Hot Springs, the 
signing of the Unrra Agreement, and the 
work of the Atlantic City Relief Conference 
formed only the beginning of what they 
hoped to do by the same methods.” 


